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sake " which in point of fact derived very largely from
the peculiar position of a small leisured class, and a
notion of the " true" content of a liberal education
which failed to take note of the extent to which this
curriculum was really designed to serve the vocational
needs of a ruling class of cultivated amateurs, it has so
far not fully grasped its true social purpose As we
might expect, this is less true of the girls9 schools than
of those for boys, but it is truer than it ought to be for
all alike-
It should have been recognized that if the new aspirants
were to become members of a ruling class at all it would
be a ruling class of quite a new kind, needing a new ,
kind of discipline; that the social origin and conditions
of home experience of this great new body of pupils
differed widely from those of pupils of the older " privi-
leged " schools and therefore called for a different
educational treatment; and that, in general, the situa-
tion called for a determined effort in a society so con-
stituted to transcend a distinction between culture and
vocation which was itself an integral and necessary
element in an older class inheritance. As for the parents,
so long as the all-important issue of the achievement of
status was not compromised they would have accepted a
curriculum which gave to John or Mary a truly idevant
education, even though it departed somewhat widely
from the traditional curriculum, provided that John and
Mary could obtain the School Certificate equally well
on cither course.
So the problem of relevant adjuslmenl still faces us after
ncaily forty years' experience of the new conditions.
Happily the Spens Report reveals a clear grasp of the
situation and quite justly apportions to the Board of
Education a large share of the blame for the failure.